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SlfSJECTs SE<=>39s QoEiae^u@i!i©«8 of Psesisig of Stslio 

Svsa PoMtloel POwor (Draft) 

lo The problsEi of trsmafor of author!^ from Stalin la ono of 
tbo saoat isoRspii^jE and dangoroos tshioh the Soviet aysteni could faooo 
¥o toelioTO that thlo transfer will b® initially effected in an ordsrly 
ii3iinnorj» .and th^t thoro will bo no teiediate e^ctomal evidence of dla^’ 
acnsion within the iiuling group of the USSRo Agreement aeetas to have 
boon reached wi'Utin the imling group for a oollestive exerolae of 
power In the naai® of the Central CciiQTnitteeo In view of the oonepicuoua 
and apparently plennsd elsvatias ®f Malenkov alnce 19U6j, and partlcu" 
larly his prominent role at the ipth Party Congress in October 1952 p 
it is likely that Malenkov will be the dominating figure for the 
immediate future. 


2o ; After the first foti month®, however # a vigorous struggle for 
pswor rariy develop within 1A»a Soviet hteiparohyo Given the nature of 
the Soviet statOi, this st^^gle will probably be eansled on mainly 
within the walls of ths Kremlin, and It is unllksly to develop into 
©pea civil wero Out of th© eentost one man is likely to emerge as 
eupp^iseo At present Malenkov se®^® most likely to be the mn^ but 


it .is is!ipo38lble to predict his success with confidef^e. 
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3o • fho ipasstag of Sfeallss ^3.1 r&mmm m Khil® 

s*«tfel8ss end detominod t© spraadi Soviet ^tmsvs was not reoklsss <, 


h&m tm th® USo FnrthormoB^j) ho was able to impose his oantion on 
all agsnta ©f th® TISSRo 


of the liSj) or his ability to m£erm oaution apon all &g&ntn of tho 
USSR. Mme& it is possible that a shift in Soviet polioy o@©ur^ 
leading to more re@kl@@s ooursos of notion a 

So j ;In th© near futw®g however, the new Soviet leadership will 
alasost ©^rtainly folicsi tfe© foreign and doi^sstie polieios established 
daring sp@m% years o %© roeent SSth Party CsKsgross prs^-ded an 
s^athorifetiv© ©xpositicn ©f these polioieso They ©all fori Cl) th® 

I ■ 

©f direst military ehallenge to the ¥®st®m powers » while 
striving throng politieal warfare to divide theiai (2) the eontinns- 
tim of ;,th© foreod developiaent ©f the Indns trial bae® in prep- 

ara tim [for any eventuality o 

6a : ¥® b®li©v® ttet^ m balsn®®^ the death of Stalin usates war 
in the near futore less rather than mcr® likely « 

?a The probable stnaggla for powor within th® Soviet hinrarehyp 


r@giiffi®p will pr®c©©U|^ tfe® prevent thesy^fop 
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a time» imm giving anepgatln and vigoroua altontlon to the oonchsot 
ot foreign affairoo 


So The death of Stalin renoree not <»il 7 the dictator of the 
Soviet Union^ but the undiepnted leader of ItorM Comamientp No 
anoeessor is liheljir to aohieve oomparable statue or simUar'eignifi" 

T ' ' 

oanee as a synbol of the world^vide novemsnto If the struggle for 
IDOuer within the VSSR should be prolongedp Soviet control over the 
Cdmnuniet movenwiit outside the Bloc would almost certainly be ser^ 
iously ahaken; in any event it ie likely to be eontetdiat Impalreda 

9 o Kremlin control over the Satellites is so fim that we do 
not believe it will be immediately impaired by the death of Stalin^ 
tniless there should be such a prolonged and violent atruggle for power 
in the 0 SSR as gravely to weaken the Soviet states 

lOo Relations between Tito and Nbscow are unlikely to change 
as a result of the death of Stalin^ The antagonism was not purely 
personals) but arose from a genuine olash of national interests e 
Moreover^ Tito has taken action and adopted positions which it would 
be esEtremely difficult for him to reverses and the Krsmlin could not 
recognise Tito aB< an indepsndmit Conraunist ally without undermining 
its position in tho European Satellites o 


11. Titovs prestige and influence ae a schismatic C^mammist 
leader will esipand with the passing of Stalin o I'hls may be most 
apparent in the increase of Titovs influence over individual Corenu^’ 
nists and left°eriag felIoW'=>traveXlor 89 imrticularly in Western Europe. 


3 
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We do not beliere that Tlto'a inflnenoe within the SateXlites will 
inereasep onleee there ahonld be a prolonged and violent straggle 

for power In the USSR. 

12o We believe that Stalin’'8 death will have no lomediate effeet 
upon Sino*Soviet cooperation or upon Chineee Conmuniet foreign polioieoo 
However j, no eueeeeeor to Stalin will have preetige and authority in 
Aeia eonpareble to hie« The etature of Meo ae leader and high prieet 
of Aeiatie Cannuniem will inevitably inoreaee with 1*e dieappeeranee 
of the former eupreme leadero Mao will almost oertM.nly claim more 
influense in the detemination of dioo polioy» eepeeially in polieiee 
affecting AeU* but be will not eeek or obtain leaderehip of the 
Intemaiional Conmuniet novenento The new Moscow leaderehip will 
probably deal oaotieuBly with Mao| it it does netj, serious strains 

I ' 

in Sinox^Soviet relatione will almost certainly develop^ 

13o: We have as yet no evidence of the inpeot of Stalin*s dea^ 
upon the polieiee and attitodes of western European le^rs« We 
believe that in general these leaders will be disposed to conduct the 
East-Weet etruggle with greater heeitancy and caution. Tfmy will 
probably be etrongly influenced ty a hope that Saet^West tensions msy 
be at Isast tsnporarily relaxsdp and that disagreeable poli^ decisions 
may ti»rsfore be postponed Tjfcey will probably fear that any Western 
pressure eac^rted on the Bloc may hasten the stabilisation of authority 
in the USSR and increase the danger of war. 
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